
PRAYER STRATEGY TO TARGET GUN AND KNIFE CRIME 2021 

A CATALYST FOR TRANSFORMING CHANGE 

We all want to see:  
1) The levels of violent gun and knife crimes reduced and stopped. 
2) To reduce the danger to life and limb from violent attacks in our communities. 
3) To reduce fear, hopelessness, confusion and hatred.    
4) Any violent plans brought into the light before they are actioned. 
5) Gang leaders and members encounter and transformed by God’s love and grace. 

Instead of just seeing what our communities look like now...we need to dream for a moment 
and imagine what our community could look like in a perfect world.   Buckminster Fuller said, 
“You never change things by fighting the existing reality. To change something, build a new 
model that makes the existing model obsolete.”  

What needs to change for that to happen?  The suggestion is that you can pray every day, 
asking the Holy Spirit to guide and anoint you so you know what to pray for, how to pray and 
you have authority as you pray.    

When God spoke the heavens and the earth were created. We need to remember that as 
Christians when we are filled with Holy Spirit, there is power when we speak, prophesy and 
pray in Jesus’ name.  

2 Chronicles 7:14 says, “If my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves 
and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and 
I will forgive their sin and will heal their land.”  

So firstly we need to ensure to the best of our ability that we have dealt with sin in our lives 
and we are at peace with those in our lives. Then we are in a position to begin to pray and to 
expect things to change. It is very helpful to pray in a strategic way. We do this by having 
particular prayer targets. They can be geographical hot spots for trouble, people or gang 
leaders.  Praying FOR people and areas of geography is very powerful.   When you are walking 
or driving around your community release God's love and grace over that area.  

James 5:16 “The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective.”  
  



Here are some suggested PRAYER TARGETS:  

1) Fear, anger, mistrust, control and manipulation.  
 

2) Fatherlessness, dysfunctional families and the lack of good role models.  Also lack of 
spiritual Fathers and Mothers.  

 
3) Freedom for those who are bound within these gang structures. 

 
4) Lord will reveal the roots to violence within individuals and gangs. 

 
5) Government and Police - Integrity, truth, wisdom, insight and justice.  Success in 

detection and conviction. 
 

6) Uncovering of every work of the enemy.  
 

7) Gangs, crime, violence, peer pressure and bloodshed.   Ask God to show you who the 
gang leaders are and then target them with prayer. 

 
8) Release peace everywhere you go whether you are walking or driving.  

 
9) Drug, alcohol, sex and gambling addictions. 

 
10) Domestic violence and family abuse  

 
11) Provision of safe places for gang members or victims of domestic violence to remove 

themselves. 
  

12) Adultery, prostitution and human trafficking. 
  

13) Pray for Youth and Schools Exposure of networks used to smuggle drugs into schools 
and colleges. Pray for those trapped in the cycle of drugs, those who deal and steal.   

 
14) Exposure of the distribution networks -- how the drugs, weapons and trafficked 

people are moved into our regions. 
a. Drugs and gang leaders trapped by their own sin and threatened with death if 

they try to leave because they know too much.  
b. Those addicted and forced to sell.  
c. Against greed and lust for power, money, big houses and flash cars.  
d. An end to all violence – shootings, rape, sexual abuse, physical abuse etc.  

 
15) Prisons  - Exposure of drug and violent gang networks within the prison environments. 

 
16) The victims - Everyone is a victim - those addicted to drugs and their victims of crime 

– healing, forgiveness and reconciliation.  
 
  



Here are some scriptures you can use: 
 
Jeremiah 29:7 “Seek the peace and prosperity of the city to which I have carried you into exile. 
Pray to the Lord for it, because if it prospers, you too will prosper." 

Isaiah 38:12 “To establish Your authority throughout this land; To govern in justice and 
righteousness instead of fear and intimidation; To have a heart of compassion for this land 
and this people, instead of a heartlessness and violence.“  
 
Isaiah 60:18  “I declare that violence shall no longer be heard in your land; neither wasting 
nor destruction within your borders; but you shall call your walls salvation and your gates 
praise.”   

1 Timothy 2:1-4 “I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving 
be made FOR all people — for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and 
quiet lives in all godliness and holiness. This is good, and pleases God our Saviour, who WANTS 
ALL MEN TO BE SAVED and to come to a knowledge of the truth.  

Isaiah 11:2 “We ask you Father for your Spirit to rest upon this community; The Spirit of 
wisdom and understanding the Spirit of counsel and might; The Spirit of knowledge and the 
fear of the Lord.  That their delight will be in the fear of the Lord and not violence, death and 
crime.  But they will live in righteousness and the fear of the Lord.” 

Psalm 39:7  “Pour out your Spirit Lord upon all flesh.  Answer the cries of your children in this 
community, Father.  Bring hope where there is hopelessness and despair for hope never 
disappoints.”   

Romans 5:5  “Bring peace where there is violence.” 

1 John 4:18 & Galatians 5:6 - Father, we thank you that perfect love casts out all fear.  We 
pray for your perfect love to fill each home, to touch every heart.  We ask you Father, to cause 
faith to arise.  We thank you that when our faith is in you we do not have a yoke of bondage 
to the world but we are free to serve you and to live  righteously. 
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